Prepared by Adventure Travel of Venice

Mediterranean Cruise / Greece and beyond

Day 1:
Tampa to Rome, Italy
Today you will depart on your overnight flight from Tampa to Rome
Delta # 1096
Departs
Arrives
Air France #683
Departs
Arrives
Air France #2104
Departs
Arrive

Day 2:

Ft. Myers
Atlanta

6:55pm
8:49pm
Seats: 5A/B

Atlanta
Paris

11:15pm
1:50pm (next day) Oct. 9
Seats: 2 A/B

Paris
Rome

3:25pm
5:30pm

Seats: 11 A/B

Rome, Italy

Upon arrival at the Rome Fiumicino Airport you will need to make your way through baggage claim,
Immigrations and customs. Once you have cleared customs you driver will meet you in the receiving hall
holding a sigh with your name on it. He will assist you with your luggage and transfer you to the Marriott
Courtyard Hotel. You are confirmed at the hotel for 1 night. Early check in will be requested.
NOTE: You may want to exchange currency before leaving the airport so that you can tip the driver and
have some Euros with you. The ship will have currency onboard for you to exchange if needed.

Day 3:

Rome airport to Pier

This morning after breakfast your driver will be picked up at the hotel at 10:30am. The driver of your
private van will transfer you to Civitavecchia Port where you will board Celebrity Equinox. You may board
the ship anytime after 1:00pm. Equinox will sail at 5:00pm.

Day 4:

Sicily
10:00 am
7:00pm
Today you have a shore excursion at 10:45am.

Duration: 4 hr(s) 30 min

This tour will explore the history of the Sicilian coast's well-known resort community. Perched on a
mountainside, Taormina is renowned for its setting. You'll pass along the highway that cuts through the
mountainous West Coast of Sicily. Stop below the village of Taormina before proceeding uphill (on foot) to
the village gates. Upon reaching Taormina, walk past the ancient village's many squares and see the small
boutiques located along the Corso Umberto. Built in the 3rd century BC, the city was completely renovated
by the Romans. Near the center of Taormina, your walking tour will begin as your guide leads you along
cobblestone streets to Palazzo Corvaia, a 15th century structure adorned with classic double windows. You
will then proceed to the Greek Theater, built in the 3rd century BC. Renowned for its width and for its
unique acoustic qualities, it is still used today for open-air concerts. Weather permitting; you will have an
impressive view of Mt. Etna from the Theater. After the guided portion of the tour, you will have free time
to enjoy the busy main street with its numerous shops and cafes.
Note: Guests must be able to walk approximately 0.25 mile uphill from the village gates to the town center.
No traffic is allowed inside the city walls; therefore, all touring must be done on foot. This tour is
conducted mostly on foot over flat, uneven, paved and cobblestone streets with inclines. Guests will have
approximately 45 minutes of free time in Taormina for shopping and browsing. Comfortable walking shoes
and casual attire are recommended.

Day 5: October 12
At Sea

traditionally this is a formal night. The captain will announce.

Day 6: October 13

Athens
7:00am
6:00pm
Today you have a shore excursion that begins at 8:00am

Duration: 7hr(s)

Depart pier side and travel through the suburbs en route to Athens. Enter the city along Syngrou Avenue
and drive past famous venues such as the Temple of Olympian Zeus and Hadrian's Arch separating the old
and new Roman towns. Other sites include the National Gardens, National Library and the Parliament
Building, formerly the Royal Palace. See the Panathinion Stadium constructed in 1895 for the first modern
Olympics in 1896. The highlight of the tour is a visit to the Acropolis, the architectural masterpiece of the
Golden Age of Greece. A winding pathway and approximately 150 steps lead to the top of the legendary
hill. See the Porpylea Entrance, the Erectheum, the Temple of Wingless Victory and the crowning glory of
Athens, the Parthenon. After your visit, descend the Acropolis and walk to the pedestrian zone where your
guide will terminate the tour and designate a departure time and point for the return trip. You will then
have some free time (approximately 3 hours) for lunch, shopping or independent exploring.
Note: Guests must be able to walk approximately 1.5 miles over steep inclines, steps and uneven surfaces.
Comfortable walking shoes, hat and plenty of sunscreen are recommended, especially from June to
September. Guests should be aware that large bags, backpacks and oversized purses are not permitted
inside the Acropolis archeological sites so please plan accordingly. Due to new regulations, buses may be
required to park some distance from the archaeological site and this may involve additional walking.
Depending upon the number of people at the Acropolis, it may be closed for security reasons so some
waiting time may be involved. These safety precautions are beyond the control of the local tour operator or
Celebrity Cruises Inc. Please be aware that ongoing restoration work is often carried out at the Acropolis.
If guests should miss the return coach, transportation back to the vessel is their own responsibility and at
their own expense.

Day 7:

Ephesus

7:00am

6:00pm

Today you have a shore excursion starting at 7:40am

Duration: 4 hour(s)

Driving from the pier through the Turkish countryside along a hilly drive, you will arrive at the House of
Virgin Mary where the Blessed Virgin is reputed to have spent the last years of her life. The site was made
famous by the travels of Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul II. In November of 2006. Pope Benedictus the
16th paid an official visit to the House of the Virgin Mary in 2007. Outside is the Fountain of Our Lady,
providing the faithful water from the holy foundation.
From there, a short drive will take you to the entrance to Ancient City of Ephesus that was built on a small
hill. Once you enter the Open Air Archeological Museum of Ephesus and pass by the Magnesia gate, you
will enter the administrative section of ancient Ephesus. The guided walking tour will take you through
one of the most magnificent excavations in the world. See the Odeon, the Fountain of Trajan, the steam
baths of Scholastika, temple of Hadrian and the impressive library of Celsius. The library is adorned with
columns and statues. The Grand Theater, where St. Paul preached, is one of the largest theaters in
antiquity with a capacity of 24,000 seats. You will return to the buses through the Arcadian way, where
Mark Anthony and Cleopatra once rode in procession.
After the termination of the visit to Ephesus, your bus will take you to Kusadasi. Join the group for a
refreshment stop with a brief carpet presentation or return directly to the ship which is within walking
distance.
Note: Walking at the House of Virgin Mary includes approximately 0.50 mile over mostly paved walkways
with some inclines to/from the coach parking area to the shrine. The coach parking area is constructed of
uneven gravel/dirt surfaces. Visiting Ephesus includes walking approximately 1 mile over uneven and
cobblestone surfaces with inclines and steps. Comfortable walking shoes, comfortable clothing, a hat,
sunscreen and insect repellent are recommended. Guests should watch their step at all times in order to
avoid injuries.

Day 8:

Mykonos
7:00am
6:00pm
Today there is no shore excursion confirmed. Please speak with the shore excursion desk
onboard and they will make a recommendation for you.

Day 9:

Rhodes
8:00am
6:00pm
Today you have a shore excursion that begins at 8:30am.

Duration: 5 hr (5

Your tour will begin with a short drive to the entrance of the Old Town. From there, you will proceed on
foot across the moat and through the arched entryway of Porte d' Amboise past the Palace of the Grand
Masters. The tour continues passing the Hospital of the Knights and down the Street of the Knights, its
paths paved with well-worn cobblestones. You'll pass the medieval towers and emblazoned facades. Outside
the walls of the Old Town you will begin a panoramic drive through the more modern city, observing the
Governor's Palace, the landmark Hotel des Rhodes, Mandraki Port and some of the beaches for which the
island is known. You'll make a short photo stop at the top of Monte Smith, the highest point of the town,
for an overview of the port. Once protected by the hundred-foot high Colossus of Rhodes, one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World, the port was an active center of trade. After a scenic drive along the west
coast of the island, you will reach the ancient city of Kamiros. Once a thriving Doric city during the 5th
century BC, Kamiros retains much of its historic past. Ruins of an altar to the sun god Helios, public baths
and an ancient cistern can all be seen from the viewing platform overlooking the city's main square.
Note: Guests must be able to walk approximately 1 mile over uneven and cobblestone surfaces with
inclines and up to 40 steps in Kamiros. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended. Time permitting;
guests will have approximately 45 minutes of free time for shopping and browsing. Please note tour
routing and visiting order may vary.

Day 10:

min(s)

Santorini

7:00am

6:00pm

Duration: 3 hr(s) 30

Today you have a shore excursion that begins at 7:15am

After going ashore by local tender boat to the port of Athinios, your coach will climb 800 feet to the top of
the caldera. Your guide will point out the still active volcanic islet in Santorini Bay and discuss the
geological upheavals, which gave the island its overwhelming and unique form. Driving through the
picturesque scenery and small villages from the southern to the northern end of the island of Santorini,
you'll travel across rich, volcanic countryside.
The beautiful village of Oia is perched atop a craggy cliff at the northern most point of the island offering
panoramic views of steep plummeting cliffs and nearby small islands surrounded by the deep blue sea. The
charm of this lovely traditional and somewhat removed village lies in its very narrow, twisting cobblestone
alleyways and steps. Walking through the village one can enjoy the panoramic views, admire the Cycladic
architecture for which the town is well known, and visit many of the art galleries.
After your visit to Oia, continue to a local winery for the opportunity to taste Santorini mezes (Greek
Snack) and a wine tasting while enjoying the magnificent views. You will visit the bodega where the wine is
aged and have the chance to purchase some of the locally produced wines. The tour concludes at the
hilltop village of Fira, walk uphill to Mitropolis church beginning of the pedestrian zone where you'll have
the option of returning directly to the ship or remaining in town to shop or explore independently. From
Fira, join the cable car (ticket provided) and descend independently to the old port. A local tender will ferry
you back to the ship, which will be anchored offshore.
Note: Guests must be able to walk approximately 1 mile over uneven surfaces, steep inclines, and 20 to 30
steps. Guests must be able to walk 0.5 mile in Fira on their own in order to reach the cable car. Waiting
and queuing time are expected to enter the cable car station. Due to occasional low level fog, visibility may
be impacted. Please note that in October and November some stores in Fira town are closed.

Day 11:

At Sea - Traditionally this is a formal night. The captain will select.

Day 12:
min(s)

Naples / Capri
7:00am
6:30pm
Today you have a shore excursion that begins at 7:30am

Duration: 9 hr(s) 30

Take a relaxing motor launch ride along the Amalfi Coast, the most famous coast in all of Italy, followed
by a visit to the famous ruins of Pompeii. After approximately one hour drive by coach, you will arrive to
the town of Salerno, located at the very end of the Amalfi Coast and where you'll board a private motor
launch and enjoy a 45-minute cruise, viewing the unforgettable Dolomitic cliffs, which at many points,
tower perpendicularly out of the sea and have been sculpted by nature into fantastic shapes. Amalfi is
situated at the mouth of a deep gorge along the coast. Learn how this was a major shipping port during the
Middle Ages and it was also an independent maritime state. Your guide will escort you into Amalfi's main
square where you will stop to see the magnificent facade of the 12th-century cathedral. Enjoy some free
time to explore this famous maritime village before re-boarding your motor boat and returning to Salerno.
From here, you will drive by coach to Pompeii, where you will enjoy a typical lunch with wine. After lunch,
visit Pompeii with your guide and explore the old streets of this ancient town, learning all about how life
was many years ago and how the tragedy of Mt. Vesuvius entombed all life here. Before Vesuvius erupted
in August of 79 A.D, Pompeii was a prosperous place with more than 20,000 inhabitants. Today, two-thirds
of the city has been excavated and the ruins of a flourishing civilization have been brought to life once
more. After a short stop at a local Cameo factory, you will return by motor-coach to Naples.
Note: Guests must be able to walk approximately 1.5 miles over cobblestones and uneven ground. Pompeii
is not wheelchair accessible. There is a steep incline at the entrance of Pompeii with 20 to 25 steps.
Comfortable walking shoes, hat and sunscreen are highly recommended. Guests wishing to enter the
Cathedral of St. Andrew on their own must ascend approximately 60+ very steep steps.

Day 13:
Rome

4:30am

After breakfast and disembarkation you will be met by your driver and transfer back to Rome
Airport, where you are confirmed at the Marriott Courtyard Hotel for one night.
The remainder of the day is at your leisure to relax, repack and prepare for your return flights home.
This is also a wonderful time to reflect on your Adventure Cruising the Mediterranean and the Greek Isles.
This is also your final evening with Margo and Ron. Relax and enjoy.

Day: 14/15
Rome

This morning you will meet your driver in the lobby of the hotel for your transfer to Rome. You are
confirmed at the Ponte Sisto Hotel for 2 nights. Early check in has been requested.
Please ask the hotel to call the number on your voucher and request hotel pick-up for your morning
tour, tomorrow.

Hotel Ponte Sisto
Via dei Pettinari, 64 - 00186 Rome (Italy) - Tel. +39 06.6863100

The remainder of the day is at your leisure to explore Rome…this most beautiful of cities.

Day 15:
You will be met at the hotel by a driver from the tour company and he/she will transfer you to the
starting point of your tour of the Vatican.
This morning, after breakfast, you will enjoying your tour of the Vatican and the Sistine Chapel

Skip the Line: Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel and Raphael's Rooms Half Day Tour
Visit all of the most important sights of Vatican City with this unique guided Vatican City Tour with the
added advantage of avoiding the queue.
Duration of tour: 3 hours
Avoid the lengthy queues and explore one of the world's most extensive art collections with an expert local
guide on this fascinating tour of the Vatican. Your guide will share the stories and secrets contained within
the Museums' walls, pleasures originally meant for the exclusive enjoyment of the Pope. Experience
Michelangelo's famous Creation of Adam with you own eyes as you explore the Sistine Chapel and wander
Raphael's Rooms. After taking in the Museums, be humbled by the imposing beauty of Saint Peter's
Basilica, where you will encounter another of Michelangelo's masterpieces, La Pieta'. For a fascinating
finish, you will stop to admire the magnificent Saint Peter's Square, as your guide points out Bernini's
ingenious use of optical illusion.
Includes: Privileged entrance to the Museums, entrance ticket and reservation fee for the Vatican
Museums, headsets to facilitate hearing the guide, English speaking tour guide.
After your morning tour I suggest the “Big Red Bus”. The hotel can guide you on your way to the bus
and purchasing of a 24 hour ticket. Here is some information for your review.

Guided bus tours, Rome, Italy
There are two tour routes for Rome, Route A and Route B, both around 95 minutes duration.
Route A heads further to the north, passing the Borghese Gallery and Piazza del Popolo,
whereas Route B spends more time in central Rome, passing the Quirinale and briefly running
alongside the Tiber.
The routes criss-cross and run alongside each other at multiple points, and you are free to
switch from one route to the other as many times as you wish. Tickets are valid for two days and
both routes, leaving you a lot of time (though there will never be enough, unfortunately!) to tick
all of your must-see boxes. As of early 2011 the price is inclusive of the new Rome Tourist Tax.
The accompanying audio tour is available in 8 different languages (Italian, English, French,
Spanish, German, Russian, Japanese and Chinese). The tours operate on a 'hop-on, hop-off'
basis, meaning you may leave and subsequently rejoin the buses wherever and whenever you
like! You can download detailed route-maps (PDF) showing both routes on the same map - the
routes vary slightly according to day of the week - Monday to Friday map is here, weekends and
special holidays map is here.

Line A timings and stops
The 'Line A' tour starts and ends at the bus terminal on Via Marsala (close to the main 'Termini' railway
station), with buses running every 30 minutes, seven days a week. The exception to this is that there are
no buses between 15.30 PM and 16.30 PM on weekdays. The first departure is 09.00 in the morning, the
last at 17.00 in the evening. These timings are valid until March 2011. The 5 stops are as follows:

01, Via Marsala (bus terminal).
02, the Coliseum.
03, the Circo Massimo.
04, Piazza Venezia (Roman Forum, Campidoglio and Capitoline Museums).
05, St Peters (Vatican, Sistine Chapel and Vatican Museums).
Line B timings and stops
The 'Line B' tour starts and ends at Largo di Villa Beretti (just to the west of the main 'Termini'
railway station), with buses running every 60 minutes, seven days a week. The first departure is
08.45 in the morning, the last at 15.45 in the afternoon. These timings are valid until March
2011. The 7 stops are as follows:
01, Largo di Villa Beretti.
02 & 07, Piazza Venezia (Roman Forum, Campidoglio and Capitoline Museums).
03, the Coliseum.
04, the Circo Massimo.
05, Isola Tiberina - Trastevere.
06, St Peters (Vatican, Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel)

Day 16:

After breakfast this morning you will need to speak with the hotel about storing your luggage. The
day is at your leisure. You will need to be back at the hotel by 6:30pm to collect your luggage and wait for
your driver. He will collect you at the airport at 7:00pm and transfer you to the Marriott Courtyard at the
airport for a 1 night stay. Upon arrival please speak with the front desk about the shuttle in the morning to
take you to the Alitalia Terminal.

Day 17:

After enjoying breakfast your driver will meet you in the lobby of the hotel at 10:30 am. He/She
will transfer you the Air France Terminal for your return flight home.

Air France #1505
Departs
Arrives

Rome
Paris

1:00pm
3:10pm

Air France #680
Departs
Arrives

Paris
Atlanta

4:45pm
8:10pm
Coach Class: Seat assignment at airport

Delta #1949
Departs
Arrives

Atlanta
Miami

9:45pm
11:39pm
Coach Class: 4 F/G

Coach Class: 8 A/B

Welcome Home!!! Time to Rest……

